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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Lovefraud.com teaches people to recognize and avoid sociopaths

Sometimes love is a con. When Donna Andersen of Atlantic City, New Jersey, married James Montgomery of Australia, he said he was a war hero and entrepreneur. Montgomery then defrauded Andersen of $227,000, cheated on her and committed bigamy. Andersen came to believe that her glib, charismatic husband was a sociopath. She learned there may be 3 million sociopaths in the United States, and most people have no idea of how destructive they are. So Andersen launched Lovefraud.com to educate the public.

Lovefraud.com marks its first year of service in July, 2006, and now gets approximately 12,000 visits per month. Every day, Lovefraud receives e-mail from people seeking help in dealing with sociopaths in their lives. More than 100 people have sent in stories of how they've been devastated by these predators.

"Sociopaths are much more common than people realize," Andersen says. "The goal of Lovefraud.com is to help people recognize the red flags and get away before it's too late."

A sociopath, also called a psychopath, has no conscience, no empathy and no remorse. People typically assume that all sociopaths are depraved serial killers like Ted Bundy. In fact, the vast majority of sociopaths never kill anyone. Sociopaths appear to be normal and blend easily into society. But they steal from their mothers, beat their wives, abandon their children, defraud senior citizens and bilk employers—all without a twinge of regret.

Experts estimate that one percent of the North American population are sociopaths. They are found in all segments of society—rich, poor, male, female, all races, all communities. Sociopaths are fluent liars and brazen con artists. They cannot be rehabilitated.

Lovefraud.com draws upon the work of Dr. Robert Hare, an international expert on this personality disorder (he prefers the term "psychopath"). Hare and Dr. Paul Babiak recently published "Snakes in Suits—When Psychopaths Go To Work." The book includes a sidebar about Lovefraud.com.

Andersen's website describes the key symptoms of a sociopath, how to spot a con, and how to leave a sociopath. A quiz tells users how likely they are to be a target. The Lovefraud Risk Calculator enables users to plug in their zip codes and learn how many sociopaths may live in their communities. 

Lovefraud.com also presents True Lovefraud Stories—actual case studies. Scott Peterson was convicted of murdering his wife and unborn child. "Bishop" Anthony Owens was married to eight women at the same time. Michelle Drake pretended to be pregnant with triplets to commit fraud. They all exhibited sociopathic behavior.

One of the case studies is James Montgomery–Andersen's ex-husband. Working with an Australian organization that investigates military frauds, she exposed his deceit. All of Montgomery's military claims and credentials were forged. The story was picked up by Australian media, and Montgomery lost his university job.

"That was satisfying," Andersen says. "But knowing that Lovefraud is helping people every day is even more satisfying."
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